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Abstract

Value added tax (VAT), as a cascade tax as well, is an indirect tax which is applied at every stage of
production. Emerging upon delivery of goods and services, VAT has a great share among total tax
revenues. Indirect taxes are subjective taxes, that is, ignoring taxpayer’s personal situation. Affecting
directly the free circulation of international goods and capital, VAT has a characteristic of indirect tax
that has to be harmonized in European Union (EU) countries; otherwise, it would emerge unfair
competition among EU countries, in case of different VAT rates between them. Countries applying low
VAT rates will indeed have unfair precedence in trading. In order to prevent this situation, EU has made
legislative regulations in regards with harmonizing different VAT practices.

In EU countries, four kinds of rates are being implemented.: super reduced rate, reduced rate, standard
rate, and parking rate. On the other hand, in Turkey, currently three kinds of rate is being applied,
involving %1, %8, and %18.

EU member states are free to determine their standard rates, on the condition that it shall not be under
%15. Thus, they are applying rates ranging between %15 and %27. Rates are differing between countries
and product groups. Besides that, they can apply reduced rates providing that it shall not be under %3.

In this study, VAT ratios being applied on goods and service groups both in EU member states and in
Turkey will be mentioned and harmonization process in regards with VAT ratios in EU countries will be
probed.
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AB Uyesi Ulkelerde ve Tiirkiye’de KDV Oranlari
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Ozet

Yayili bir muamele vergisi olan Katma Deger Vergisi (KDV) iiretimin her asamasindan aliman dolayli bir
vergidir. Mal ve hizmet teslimi ile dogan KDV toplam vergi gelirleri iginde olduk¢a biiyiik bir paya sahiptir.
Dolayl: vergiler subjektif, yani miikellefin sahsi durumunu géz ardi eden vergilerdir. Uluslararast mallarin ve
sermayenin serbest dolasimini dogrudan etkileyen Katma Deger Vergisi, Avrupa Birliginde (AB)
uyumlastirilmasi gerekli bir dolayli vergi niteligi tasimaktadir. Ciinkii Birlik i¢inde farkli KDV oranlarinin
uygulanmasi haksiz rekabeti dogurur. Bu da KDV'yi diisiik oranla uygulayan iilkelerin ticarette haksiz iistiinliik
kazanmasina yol agar. Iste bunu engellemek amaciyla AB, KDV uygulamalarini birbirine daha uyumlu hale
getirmeye yonelik bir takim diizenlemeler yapmustir.

AB iilkelerinde siiper indirimli oran, indirilmis oran, standart orvan ve izin verilen oran (parking rate) olmak
lizere dort farkly oran uygulanmaktadwr. Tiirkiye'de ise su anda %1, %8 ve %18 olmak iizere 3 farkii oran
uygulanmaktadir.

Uye iilkeler %15 ten az olmamak iizere kendi standart oranlarini belirlemekte serbesttir. Nitekim %15 ile %27
arasinda degisen standart oranlart uygulamaktadirlar. Oranlar iilkeden iilkeye ve iiriin gruplarina gore farklilik
gostermektedir. Ayrica %5 'ten diisiik olmamak suretiyle birkag indirimli oran da uygulayabilmektedirler.

Bu ¢alismada gerek AB iiyesi iilkelerde gerekse Tiirkiye'de mal ve hizmet gruplarinda uygulanan KDV
oranlarina yer verilerek AB’de KDV oranlar: konusundaki uyumlastirma siireci incelenecektir.
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